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appeared, the setder knew, not to plunder or kill but to peddle their wares or 
collect their rents....

On that August day in 1608 when Amoroleck feared the loss of his world, John 
Smith assured him that the English “came to them in peace, and to seeke their 
loves.” Event soon proved Amoroleck right and his captor wrong. Over the 
course of the next three centuries not only Amoroleck and other piedmont 
Indians but natives throughout North America had their world stolen and an 
other put in its place. Though this occurred at different times and in different 
ways, no Indians escaped the explosive mixture of deadly bacteria, material 
riches, and alien peoples that was the invasion of America. Those in the southern 
piedmont who survived the onslaught were ensconced in their new world by the 
end of the eighteenth century. Population levels stabilized as the Catawba peo 
ples developed immunities to once lethal diseases. Rents, sales of pottery, and 
other economic activities proved adequate to support the Nation at a stable (if 
low) level of material life. Finally, the Indians’ image as “inoffensive” neighbors 
gave them a place in South Carolina society and continues to sustain them today.

Vast differences separated Catawbas and other natives from their colonial 
contemporaries. Europeans were the colonizers, Africans the enslaved, Indians 
the dispossessed; from these distinct positions came distinct histories. Yet once 
we acknowledge the differences, instructive similarities remain that help to inte 
grate natives more thoroughly into the story of early America. By carving a niche 
for themselves in response to drastically different conditions, the people who 
composed the Catawba Nation shared in the most fundamental of American ex 
periences. Like Afro-Americans, these Indians were compelled to accept a subor 
dinate position in American life yet did not altogether lose their cultural 
integrity. Like settlers of the Chesapeake, aboriginal inhabitants of the uplands 
adjusted to appalling mortality rates and wresded with the difficult task of “living 
with death.” Like inhabitants of the Middle Colonies, piedmont groups learned 
to cope with unprecedented ethnic diversity by balancing the pull of traditional 
loyalties with the demands of a new social order. Like Puritans in New England, 
Catawbas found that a new world did not arrive all at once and that localism, 
self-sufficiency, and the power of old ways were only gradually eroded by con 
ditions in colonial America.

The Indians’ Old World
NEAL SALISBURY

Scholars in history, anthropology, archaeology, and other disciplines have turned 
increasingly over the past two decades to the study of native peoples during the 
colonial period of North American history. The new work in Indian history has
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altered the way we think about the beginning of American history and about the 
era of European colonization. Historians now recognize that Europeans arrived, 
not in a virgin land, but in one that was teeming with several million people. 
Beyond filling in some of the vast blanks left by previous generations’ overlook 
ing of Indians, much of this scholarship makes clear that Indians are integral to 
the history of colonial North America. In short, surveys of recent textbooks and 
of scholarly tides suggest that Native Americans are well on their way to being 
“mainstreamed” by colonial historians.

Substantive as this reorientation is, it remains limited. Beyond the problems 
inherent in representing Indian/non-Indian interactions during the colonial era 
lies the challenge of contextualizing the era itself. Despite opening chapters and 
lectures that survey the continent’s native peoples and cultures, most historians 
continue to represent American history as having been set in motion by the arrival
of European explorers and colonizers. They have yet to recognize the existence of 
a North American- is opposed to English or European—background for colonial 
history, much less to consider the implications of such a background for under 
standing the three centuries following Columbus’s landfall. Yet a growing body 
of scholarship by archaeologists, linguists, and students of Native American expres 
sive traditions recognizes 1492 not as a beginning but as a single moment in a long 
history utterly detached from that of Europe....

... [I]ndigenous North Americans exhibited a remarkable range of lan 
guages, economies, political systems, beliefs, and material cultures. But this range 
was less the result of their isolation from one another than of the widely varying 
natural and social environments with which Indians had interacted over millennia.
What recent scholars of pre-colonial North America have found even more strik 
ing, given this diversity, is the extent to which native peoples’ histories intersected 
one another.

At the heart of these intersections was exchange. By exchange is meant not 
only the trading of material goods but also exchanges across community lines of 
marriage partners, resources, labor, ideas, techniques, and religious practices. 
Longer-distance exchanges frequently crossed cultural and linguistic boundaries 
as well and ranged from casual encounters to widespread alliances and networks 
that were economic, political, and religious. For both individuals and communi 
ties, exchanges sealed social and political relationships. Rather than accumulate 
material wealth endlessly, those who acquired it gave it away, thereby earning 
prestige and placing obligations on others to reciprocate appropriately. And as 
we shall see, many goods were not given away to others in this world but 
were buried with individuals to accompany them to another....

By the twelfth century, agricultural production had spread over much of the 
Eastern Woodlands as well as to more of the Southwest. In both regions, ... 
more complex societies were emerging to dominate widespread exchange 
networks. In the Mississippi Valley and the Southeast, the sudden primacy of 
maize horticulture is marked archaeologically in a variety of ways—food remains, 
pollen profiles, studies of human bone (showing that maize accounted for 
50 percent of people’s diets), and in material culture by a proliferation of chert 
hoes, shell-tempered pottery for storing and cooking, and pits for storing surplus
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crops. These developments were accompanied by the rise of what archaeologists 
term “Mississippian” societies, consisting of fortified political and ceremonial 
centers and outlying villages. The centers were built around open plazas featur 
ing platform burial mounds, temples, and elaborate residences for elite families. 
Evidence from burials makes clear the wide social gulf that separated commoners 
from elites. Whereas the former were buried in simple graves with a few personal 
possessions, the latter were interred in the temples or plazas along with many 
more, and more elaborate, goods such as copper ornaments, massive sheets of 
shell, and ceremonial weapons. Skeletal evidence indicates that elites ate more 
meat, were taller, performed less strenuous physical activity, and were less prone 
to illness and accident than commoners....

The largest, most complex Mississippian center was Cahokia, located not far 
from the confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, near modem East 
St. Louis, Illinois, in the rich floodplain known as American Bottoms. By the 
twelfth century, Cahokia probably numbered 20,000 people and contained 
over 120 mounds within a five-square-mile area.... One key to Cahokia’s rise 
was its combination of rich soil and nearby wooded uplands, enabling inhabitants 
to produce surplus crops while providing an abundance and diversity of wild 
food sources along with ample supplies of wood for fuel and construction. 
A second key was its location, affording access to the great river systems of the 
North American interior.

Cahokia had the most elaborate social structure yet seen in North America. 
Laborers used stone and wooden spades to dig soil from “borrow pits” (at least 
nineteen have been identified by archaeologists), which they carried in wooden 
buckets to mounds and palisades often more than half a mile away. The volume 
and concentration of craft activity in shell, copper, clay, and other materials, both 
local and imported, suggests that specialized artisans provided the material foun 
dation for Cahokia’s exchange ties with other peoples. Although most Cahokians 
were buried in mass graves outside the palisades, their rulers were given special 
treatment. At a prominent location in Mound 72, the largest of Cahokia’s plat 
form mounds, a man had been buried atop a platform of shell beads. Accompa 
nying him were several group burials: fifty young women, aged 18 to 23, four 
men, and three men and three women, all encased in uncommonly large 
amounts of exotic materials. As with the Natchez Indians observed by the French 
in Louisiana, Cahokians appear to have sacrificed individuals to accompany their 
leaders in the afterlife. Cahokia was surrounded by nine smaller mound centers 
and several dozen villages from which it obtained much of its food and through 
which it conducted its waterborne commerce with other Mississippian centers in 
the Midwest and Southeast....

At the outset of the twelfth century, the center of production and exchange in 
the Southwest was in the basin of the San Juan River at Chaco Canyon in New 
Mexico, where Anasazi culture achieved its most elaborate expression. A twelve- 
mile stretch of the canyon and its rim held twelve large planned towns on the 
north side and 200 to 350 apparently unplanned villages on the south. The total 
population was probably about 15,000. The towns consisted of 200 or more con 
tiguous, multistoried rooms, along with numerous kivas (underground ceremonial
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areas), constructed of veneered masonry walls and log beams imported from 
upland areas nearly fifty miles distant. The rooms surrounded a central plaza with 
a great kiva. Villages typically had ten to twenty rooms that were decidedly smaller 
than those in the towns. Nearly all of Chaco Canyon’s turquoise, shell, and other 
ornaments and virtually everything imported from Mesoamerica are found in the 
towns rather than the villages. Whether the goods were considered communal 
property or were the possessions of elites is uncertain, but either way the towns 
clearly had primacy. Villages buried their dead near their residences, whereas 
town burial grounds were apparendy located at greater distances, although only a 
very few of what must have been thousands of town burials have been located by 
archaeologists. Finally, and of particular importance in the arid environment of the 
region, the towns were located at the mouths of side canyons where they con 
trolled the collection and distribution of water run-off....

The canyon was the core of an extensive network of at least seventy towns 
or “outliers,” as they are termed in the archaeological literature, and 5,300 vil 
lages located as far as sixty miles from the canyon.... Facilitating the movement 
of people and goods through this network was a system of roads radiating out 
ward from the canyon in perfecdy straight lines, turning into stairways or foot 
holds rather than circumventing cliffs and other obstacles....

When Europeans reached North America ... the continent’s demographic 
and political map was in a state of profound flux. A major factor was the collapse 
of the great centers at Cahokia and Chaco Canyon and elsewhere in the Mid 
west and Southwest. Although there were significant differences between these 
highly centralized societies, each ran up against the capacity of the land or other 
resources to sustain it....

Such combinations of continuity and change, persistence and adaptability, 
arose from concrete historical experiences rather than a timeless tradition. The 
remainder of this [essay] indicates some of the ways that both the deeply rooted 
imperatives of reciprocity and exchange and the recent legacies of competition 
and upheaval informed North American history as Europeans began to make 
their presence felt.

Discussion of the transition from pre- to postcontact times must begin with the 
sixteenth century, when Indians and Europeans met and interacted in a variety of 
setting?. When not slighting the era altogether, historians have viewed it as one of 
discovery or exploration, citing the achievements of notable Europeans in either 
anticipating or failing to anticipate the successful colonial enterprises of the seven 
teenth century. Recently, however, a number of scholars have been integrating 
information from European accounts with the findings of archaeologists to produce 
a much fuller picture of this critical period in North American history.

The Southeast was the scene of the most formidable attempts at colonization 
during the sixteenth century, primarily by Spain. Yet in spite of several expedi 
tions to the interior and the undertaking of an ambitious colonizing and mission 
ary effort, extending from St. Augustine over much of the Florida peninsula and 
north to Chesapeake Bay, the Spanish retained no permanent settlements be 
yond St. Augustine itself at the end of the century. Nevertheless, their explorers
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and missionaries opened the way for the spread of smallpox and other epidemic 
diseases over much of the area south of the Chesapeake and east of the 
Mississippi....

As in the Southeast, Spanish colonizers in the sixteenth-century Southwest 
launched several ambitious military and missionary efforts, hoping to extend 
New Spain’s domain northward and to discover additional sources of wealth. 
The best-documented encounters of Spanish with Pueblos—most notably those 
of Coronado’s expedition (1540—1542)—ended in violence and failure for the 
Spanish who, despite vows to proceed peacefully, violated Pueblo norms of re 
ciprocity by insisting on excessive tribute or outright submission. In addition, the 
Spanish had acquired notoriety among the Pueblos as purveyors of epidemic dis 
eases, religious missions, and slaving expeditions inflicted on Indians to the south, 
in what is now northern Mexico.

The Spanish also affected patterns of exchange throughout the Southwest. 
Indians resisting the spread of Spanish rule to northern Mexico stole horses 
and other livestock, some of which they traded to neighbors. By the end of the 
sixteenth century, a few Indians on the periphery of the Southwest were riding 
horses, anticipating the combination of theft and exchange that would spread 
horses to native peoples throughout the region and, still later, the Plains and 
the Southeast. In the meantime, some Navajos and Apaches moved near the 
Rio Grande Valley, strengthening ties with certain pueblos that were reinforced 
when inhabitants of those pueblos sought refuge among them in the face or 
wake of Spanish entradas.

Yet another variation on the theme of Indian-European contacts in the six 
teenth century was played out in the Northeast, where Iroquoian-speaking villa 
gers on the Mississippian periphery and Archaic hunter-gatherers still further 
removed from developments in the interior met Europeans of several nationali 
ties. At the outset of the century, Spanish and Portuguese explorers enslaved sev 
eral dozen Micmacs and other Indians from the Nova Scotia-Gulf of 
St. Lawrence area. Three French expeditions to the St. Lawrence itself in the 
1530s and 1540s followed the Spanish pattern by alienating most Indians en 
countered and ending in futility. Even as these hostile contacts were taking place, 
fishermen, whalers, and other Europeans who visited the area regularly had 
begun trading with natives....

What induced Indians to go out of their way to trap beaver and trade the 
skins for glass beads, mirrors, copper ketdes, and other goods? Throughout North 
America since Paleo-Indian times, exchange in the Northeast was the means by 
which people maintained and extended their social, cultural, and spiritual horizons 
as well as acquired items considered supematurally powerful. Members of some 
coastal Indian groups later recalled how the first Europeans they saw, with their 
facial hair and strange clothes and traveling in their strange boats, seemed like su 
pernatural figures. Although soon disabused of such notions, these Indians and 
many more inland placed special value on the glass beads and other trinkets offered 
by the newcomers. Recent scholarship on Indians’ motives in this earliest stage of 
the trade indicates that they regarded such objects as the equivalents of the quartz, 
mica, shell, and other sacred substances that had formed the heart of long-distance
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exchange in North America for millennia and that they regarded as sources of 
physical and spiritual well-being, on earth and in the afterlife. Indians initially al 
tered and wore many of the utilitarian goods they received, such as iron axe heads 
and copper pots, rather than use them for their intended purposes. Moreover, even 
though the new objects might pass through many hands, they more often than not 
ended up in graves, presumably for their possessors to use in the afterlife. Finally, 
the archaeological findings make dear that shell and native copper predominated 
over the new objects in sixteenth-century exchanges, indicating that European 
trade did not suddenly trigger a massive craving for the objects themselves. While 
northeastern Indians recognized Europeans as different from themselves, they in 
teracted with them and their materials in ways that were consistent with their own 
customs and beliefs.

By the late sixteenth century, the effects of European trade began to over 
lap with the effects of earlier upheavals in the northeastern interior. Sometime 
between Jacques Cartier’s final departure in 1543 and Samuel de Champlain’s 
arrival in 1603, the Iroquoian-speaking inhabitants of Hochelaga and Stadacona 
(modem Montreal and Quebec City) abandoned their communities. The com 
munities were crushed militarily, and the survivors dispersed among both 
Iroquois and Hurons. Whether the perpetrators of these dispersals were 
Iroquois and Huron is a point of controversy, but either way the St. Lawrence 
communities appear to have been casualties of the rivalry, at least a century old, 
between the two confederations as each sought to position itself vis-a-vis the 
French. The effect, if not the cause, of the dispersals was the Iroquois practice 
of attacking antagonists who denied them direct access to trade goods; this is 
consistent with Iroquois actions during the preceding two centuries and the 
century that followed.

The sudden availability of many more European goods, the absorption of 
many refugees from the St. Lawrence, and the heightening of tensions with the 
Iroquois help to explain the movement of most oudying Huron communities to 
what is now Simcoe County area of Ontario during the 1580s. This geographic 
concentration strengthened their confederacy and gave it the form it had when 
allied with New France during the first half of the seventeenth century. Having 
formerly existed at the outer margins of an arena of exchange centered in 
Cahokia, the Hurons and Iroquois now faced a new source of goods and power 
to the east.

The diverse native societies encountered by Europeans as they began to setde 
North America permanently during the seventeenth century were not static iso 
lates lying outside the ebb and flow of human history. Rather, they were products 
of a complex set of historical forces, both local and wide ranging, both deeply 
rooted and of recent origin. Although their lives and worldviews were shaped by 
long-standing traditions of reciprocity and spiritual power, the people in these 
communities were also accustomed—contrary to popular myths about inflexible 
Indians—to economic and political flux and to absorbing new peoples (both allies 
and antagonists), objects, and ideas, including those originating in Europe. Such 
combinations of tradition and innovation continued to shape Indians' relations 
with Europeans, even as the latter’s visits became permanent.
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The establishment of lasting European colonies, beginning with New Mexico in 
1598, began a phase in the continent’s history that eventually resulted in the dis 
placement of Indians to the economic, political, and cultural margins of a new 
order. But during the interim natives and colonizers entered into numerous re 
lationships in which they exchanged material goods and often supported one an 
other diplomatically or militarily against common enemies. These relations 
combined native and European modes of exchange. While much of the scholarly 
literature emphasizes the subordination and dependence of Indians in these cir 
cumstances, Indians as much as Europeans dictated the form and content of their 
early exchanges and alliances. Much of the protocol and ritual surrounding such 
intercultural contacts was rooted in indigenous kinship obligations and gift ex 
changes, and Indian consumers exhibited decided preferences for European com 
modities that satisfied social, spiritual, and aesthetic values. Similarly, Indians’ 
long-range motives and strategies in their alliances with Europeans were fre 
quently rooted in older patterns of alliance and rivalry with regional neighbors. 
Such continuities can be glimpsed through a brief consideration of the early 
colonial-era histories of the Five Nations Iroquois in the Northeast, ... and the 
Rio Grande Pueblos in the Southwest.

Post-Mississippian and sixteenth-century patterns of antagonism between the 
Iroquois and their neighbors to the north and west persisted, albeit under altered 
circumstances, during the seventeenth century when France established its colony 
on the St. Lawrence and allied itself with Hurons and other Indians. France aimed 
to extract maximum profits from the fur trade, and it immediately recognized the 
Iroquois as the major threat to that goal. In response, the Iroquois turned to the 
Dutch in New Netherland for guns and other trade goods while raiding New 
France’s Indian allies for the thicker northern pelts that brought higher prices 
than those in their own country (which they exhausted by midcentury) and for 
captives to replace those from their own ranks who had died from epidemics or 
in wars. During the 1640s, the Iroquois replaced raids with full-scale military as 
saults (the so-called Beaver Wars) on Iroquoian-speaking communities in the 
lower Great Lakes, absorbing most of the survivors as refugees or captives. All 
the while, the Iroquois elaborated a vision of their confederation, which had 
brought harmony within their own ranks, as bringing peace to all peoples of the 
region. For the remainder of the century, the Five Nations fought a grueling and 
costly series of wars against the French and their Indian allies in order to gain access 
to the pelts and French goods circulating in lands to the north and west.

Meanwhile, the Iroquois were also adapting to the growing presence of 
English colonists along the Atlantic seaboard.... After the English supplanted the 
Dutch in New York in 1664, Iroquois diplomats established relations with the 
proprietary governor, Sir Edmund Andros, in a treaty known as the Covenant 
Chain. The Covenant Chain was an elaboration of the Iroquois’ earlier treaty ar 
rangements with the Dutch, but, whereas the Iroquois had termed the Dutch re 
lationship a chain of iron, they referred to the one with the English as a chain of 
silver. The shift in metaphors was appropriate, for what had been strictly an eco 
nomic connection was now a political one in which the Iroquois acquired power 
over other New York Indians. After 1677, the Covenant Chain was expanded to
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include several English colonies, most notably Massachusetts and Maryland, along 
with those colonies’ subject Indians. The upshot of these arrangements was that 
the Iroquois cooperated with their colonial partners in subduing and removing 
subject Indians who impeded setder expansion. The Mohawks in particular played 
a vital role in the New England colonies’ suppression of the Indian uprising 
known as King Philip’s War and in moving the Susquehannocks away from the 
expanding frontier of settlement in the Chesapeake after Bacon’s Rebellion.

For the Iroquois, such a policy helped expand their “Tree of peace” among 
Indians while providing them with buffers against setder encroachment around 
their homelands. The major drawback in the arrangement proved to be the 
weakness of English military assistance against the French. This inadequacy, and 
the consequent suffering experienced by the Iroquois during two decades of war 
after 1680, finally drove the Five Nations to make peace with the French and 
their Indian allies in the Grand settlement of 1701. Together, the Grand Setde- 
ment and Covenant Chain provided the Iroquois with the peace and security, 
the access to trade goods, and the dominant role among northeastern Indians 
they had long sought. That these arrangements in the long run served to rein 
force rather than deter English encroachment on Iroquois lands and autonomy 
should not obscure their pre-European roots and their importance in shaping 
colonial history in the Northeast....

In the Southwest, the institution of Spanish colonial rule on the Rio Grande 
after 1598 further affected exchange relations between Pueblo Indians and 
nearby Apaches and Navajos. By imposing heavy demands for tribute in the 
form of com, the Spanish prevented Pueblo peoples from trading surplus pro 
duce with their non-farming neighbors. In order to obtain the produce on 
which they had come to depend, Apaches and Navajos staged deadly raids on 
some pueblos, leaving the inhabitants dependent on the Spanish for protection. 
In retaliation, Spanish soldiers captured Apaches and Navajos whom they sold as 
slaves to their countrymen to the south. From the beginning, the trading pueblos 
of Pecos, Picuris, and Taos most resented Spanish control and strongly resisted 
the proselytizing of Franciscan missionaries. From the late 1660s, drought and 
disease, intensified Apache and Navajo raids, and the severity of Spanish rule 
led more and more Indians from all pueblos to question the advantages of Chris 
tianity and to renew their ties to their indigenous religious traditions. Spanish 
persecution of native religious leaders and their backsliding followers precipitated 
the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, in which the trading Pueblos played a leading role 
and which was actively supported by some Navajos and Apaches.

When the Spanish reimposed their rule during the 1690s, they tolerated tra 
ditional Indian religion rather than trying to extirpate it, and they participated in 
interregional trade fairs at Taos and other villages. The successful incorporation 
of Pueblo Indians as loyal subjects proved vital to New Mexico’s survival as a 
colony and, more generally, to Spain’s imperial presence in the Southwest during 
the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.

As significant as is the divide separating pre- and post-Columbian North American 
history, it is not the stark gap suggested by the distinction between prehistory
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and history. For varying periods of time after their arrival in North America, 
Europeans adapted to the social and political environments they found, includ 
ing the fluctuating ties of reciprocity and interdependence as well as rivalry, 
that characterized those environments. They had little choice but to enter in and 
participate if they wished to sustain their presence. Eventually, one route to success 
proved to be their ability to insert themselves as regional powers in new networks 
of exchange and alliance that arose to supplant those of the Mississippians, Anasazis, 
and others.

To assert such continuities does not minimize the radical transformations en 
tailed in Europeans’ colonization of the continent and its indigenous peoples. 
Arising in Cahokia’s wake, new centers at Montreal, Fort Orange/Albany, 
Charleston, and elsewhere permanendy altered the primary patterns of exchange 
in eastern North America. The riverine system that channeled exchange in the 
interior of the continent gave way to one in which growing quantities of goods 
arrived from, and were directed to, coastal peripheries and ultimately Europe. In 
the Southwest, the Spanish revived Anasazi links with Mesoamerica at some cost 
to newer ties between the Rio Grande Pueblos and recendy arrived, nonfarming 
Athapaskan speakers. More generally, European colonizers brought a complex of 
demographic and ecological advantages, most notably epidemic diseases and their 
own immunity to them, that utterly devastated Indian communities; ideologies 
and beliefs in their cultural and spiritual superiority to native peoples and their 
entidement to natives’ lands; and economic, political, and military systems orga 
nized for the engrossment of Indian lands and the subordination or suppression 
of Indian peoples.

Europeans were anything but uniformly successful in realizing their goals, 
but the combination of demographic and ecological advantages and imperial in 
tentions, along with the Anglo-Iroquois Covenant Chain, enabled land-hungry 
colonists from New England to the Chesapeake to break entirely free of ties of 
dependence on Indians before the end of the seventeenth century. Their suc 
cesses proved to be only the beginning of a new phase of Indian-European rela 
tions. By the mid-eighteenth century, the rapid expansion of land-based 
settlement in the English colonies had sundered older ties of exchange and alli 
ance Unking natives and colonizers nearly everywhere east of the Appalachians, 
driving many Indians west and reducing those who remained to a scattering of 
politically powerless enclaves in which Indian identities were nurtured in isola 
tion. Meanwhile, the colonizers threatened to extend this new mode of Indian 
relations across the Appalachians. An old world, rooted in indigenous exchange, 
was giving way to one in which Native Americans had no certain place.
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